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          HARDYSTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 13, 2015 

7:00 PM – Hardyston Township Middle School Library 
 

I. Call to Order 

Board President, Dorothy Beltramine, called the regular meeting of the Hardyston Board of Education to 

order on January 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library of the Hardyston Middle School, 183 Wheatsworth 

Road, Hamburg, NJ.  President Dorothy Beltramine read the Open Public Meetings Act statement. 
 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

III. Roll Call 

 Mrs. Dorothy Beltramine present 

 Mr. Ed Blahut            absent   excused 

Ms. Donna Carey  present 

Mr. Philip Giordano   present 

Mr. Ron Hoffman  present  

Mr. Brian Kaminski  present  

 Mr. Martin O’Shea  present 

 Vacancy    

Vacancy     

 

 

 

 Dr. Richard R. Corbett present  

 Mr. James Sekelsky  present  
 

 Quorum confirmed:  [X] Yes  [ ] No 
 

 Special Guest(s) Present:  Mr. VanGinneken 

      Mr. Demsak 

      Heidi Wohlleb, Auditor 
  

Staff Member(s) Present:  Robert Demeter, Vice Principal  

      
  

 Community Member(s) Present:  
 

Other:                                              

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Hardyston School District together with our parents, families and community is dedicated to 

preparing our students for the 21
st
 Century by providing each student with a quality education, in a safe 

and caring environment, which allows all students to achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 

Standards and Common Core State Standards at all grade levels and includes the knowledge, confidence, 

and self-esteem to be successful life-long learners in a culturally diverse democracy. 
 

IV. Workshop 
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1. Annual audit presentation (Ms. Heidi Wohlleb) 

2.         Update on any additions/revisions to workshop agenda 

3. H.I.B. Monthly Report 

4. Committee Reports: 

Personnel (Ron Hoffman) 

Curriculum & Programs (Ed Blahut) 

Technology (Ed Blahut) 

Facilities & Operations (Brian Kaminski) 

Finance (Dot Beltramine) 

Policy (Martin O’Shea) 

5.         Committee Structure and Assignments 

6.         Discussion regarding the location of monthly board meetings 
  

V. Executive Session #1  

Motion is presented by D. Beltramine and seconded by B. Kaminski that the Hardyston Township Board 

of Education enters private session at 7:30 p.m. to discuss personnel and Board member candidates, 

which is exempt from public participation pursuant to New Jersey Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, “Open 

Public Meetings Act.” Any discussion held by the Board which need not remain confidential will be made 

public when appropriate.  Minutes of the private session will not be disclosed until the need for 

confidentiality no longer exists.  The Board will reconvene in public session at the conclusion of the 

closed session. 
 

VI. Return to Public Session - if needed 

Motion to the Board of Education will return to public session at 7:50 p.m. 
 

Roll Call 

  

Voice Unanimous 
 

 

VII. Public Comment (Board Policy #1200) – Agenda “Action” Items only as indicated under 

Committee Reports, numbered, with “motion to” in the introductory statement. 

  

None 
 

VIII. Approval of Minutes 

1. December 17, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion of adopt:  D. Beltramine   Seconded By:  R. Hoffman    

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 
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XIII.   Written Communication  

 

President Dorothy Beltramine, for the Good of the Order, recognized communication from Randy Roof, 

letter of resignation with regrets. 

 

IX. Superintendent’s Report 
 

X. Old Business 

● January 27 - Budget Workshop 

● February 10 - Regular Meeting 

● February 24 - Budget Workshop 

● March 10 - Regular Meeting 

● March 24 - Budget Workshop 

● April 14 - Regular Meeting 

● May 12 - Regular Meeting 

● May 26 - Board and Superintendent Evaluation Workshop 

● June 9 - Regular Meeting 

● June 23 - Annual Evaluation Workshop and Retreat 

● July 14 - Regular Meeting 

● August 11 - Regular Meeting 

● September 15 - Regular Meeting 
 

XI. New Business 

1. Motion to adopt board committee structure and assignments as discussed. 
 

ACTION ITEM(S):  NB-1   

 

Motion to adopt:  D. Beltramine   Seconded By:  P. Giordno   

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

 

Board selected N. Demsak and D. VanGinneken to fill the two vacancies 
 

Motion to adopt:  D. Beltramine   Seconded By:  M. O’Shea   

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 
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Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

 
 

XII.  Agenda Items: 
 

FINANCE   
 

F-1 

Motion to approve $150.00 in transfers for the month of December 2014. 
 

F-2 

Motion to approve the attached Bills List for the month of December 2014 in the amount of 

$1,057,813.52   
 

F-3 

Motion to approve and accept the revised Treasurer of School Monies Comparison Reports for November 

2014. 
 

F-4 

Motion to approve and accept the Board Secretary’s Monthly Report for November 2014. 
 

  WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Education regulation N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)3 
 require local school districts to file a monthly certification of budgetary line item status, 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education acknowledges that  
 James R. Sekelsky, Board Secretary, certifies the following statement:  Pursuant to N.J.A.C.  

6A:23A-16.10(c)3, I, James R. Sekelsky, Board Secretary, certify that no budgetary line items accounts 
 are over-appropriated nor over-expended for the period ending November 30, 2014. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)4 the Board of  
Education certifies that as of   after review of the board secretary’s and treasurer’s monthly financial 

reports and upon consultation with the appropriate school district officials, to the best of our 

knowledge, no major account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-

16.10(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the 

remainder of the fiscal year.  
F-5 

Motion to accept and approve the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and Auditors’ Management 

Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, as submitted by the school auditor, Heidi Wohlleb of 

Nisivoccia & Company, LLP, Newton, NJ and as discussed at the public meeting on January 13, 2015.  

NOTE:  there are no formal recommendations; thus, no corrective action plan is presented. 
 

 

ACTION ITEM(S):  F-1 to F-5 
 

Motion to adopt:  D. Beltramine   Seconded By:  D. Carey   

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 
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PERSONNEL   

(All Personnel resolutions are based on the recommendation of the Superintendent) 
 

P-1 

Motion to approve the substitutes listed below to be placed on our substitute calling list for the 2014-2015 

school year.  Employment is on an emergent basis, if necessary, and contingent upon criminal history 

background clearance as required by P.O. 1986, C.116. 
 

NAME POSITION CERTIFICATION 

Robert Gunderman Custodian N/A 

Alexander Serra Custodian N/A 

 

P-2 

Motion to approve Peter Manero as part time night custodian at the elementary school at Step 1, $22,531 

(.63), pro-rated, as per current HTEA contract, retroactive to Thursday, December 18, 2014.  This position 

was vacated by Andrew Tully (new full time custodian at middle school). 
 

P-3 

Motion to accept, with regret, the resignation of Michelle Minimi, part time aide at the elementary school, 

effective immediately.  Ms. Minimi was offered a position in another school district (part time) and would 

like to be placed on our substitute list as a part time sub when needed. 
 

P-4 

Motion to approve maternity/disability leave of absence for Amy Rosetti, PE/Health Teacher at the 

middle school, to begin on or about April 14, 2015.  Mrs. Rosetti intends to use approximately 33 days of 

accumulated sick time during this disability period, ending on or about June 18, 2015.  Following the 

completion of that leave, Mrs. Rosetti is requesting to be placed on child rearing leave of absence in 

accordance with New Jersey laws and regulations commencing on or about June 19, 2015 and end on or 

about August 31, 2015.  She is planning to return to her current position on September 1, 2015. 
 

P-5 

Motion to appoint the following extra-curricular coaches/advisors for the 2014/2015 school year (step 

amount as per negotiated agreement and may be subject to change upon ratification of HTEA contract): 
The Board of Education shall determine the requirements of and qualifications for all extracurricular 

positions in the district as dictated by the nature of the activity in accordance with N.J.S.A. 34:13A-23.  

Upon recommendation of the CSA, the Board shall appoint to all extracurricular assignments, those 

individuals who have the proper qualifications for the position and can meet the requirements of the 

position.  In the event a qualified candidate cannot be found within the district, the Board may employ a 

qualified person from outside the district. 
  
                 Elizabeth Burdzy                    Girls Head Track Coach         Step 6      $2,606 

  Robert Walsh   Boys Head Track Coach Step 6     $2,606 
 

ACTION ITEM(S):  P-1 to P-5  
 

Motion to adopt:  R. Hoffman   Seconded By:  D. Beltramine 

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  
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Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 
 

 

 

CURRICULUM/PROGRAMS   
 

C/P-1 

Motion to approve the listed travel events in agreement with Chapter 53, Public Law 2007, Title 18A, and 

Board Policy 9250: 
  

EVENT DATE REGISTRATION 

FEE 
MILEAGE & 

OTHER 

EXPENSES 

EMPLOYEE/BOARD 

MEMBER 

Writing Behavior Plans that 

Work, Sparta 

1/16/15 $15.00 $4.34 D. Sasso 

Reducing Recurring Behavior 

Problems with Difficult/Non-

compliant Students, 

Parsippany 

2/27/15 $229.00 -0- C. Tal 

NJDOE PARCC Online 

Assessment, Long Branch 

1/13/15 -0- $41.54 K. Tamke 

Governance I  

Highlights of  Workshop 2014 
 

NJSBA Leadership 

1/31/15 

1/24/15 
 

2/7/15 

-0- 

$200 each 
 

$200 

mileage 

payable at 

legal rate 

P. Giordano 

D. Beltramine/E. 

Blahut 

E. Blahut 
 

 

C/P-2 

Motion to approve a select group of approximately 45-50 middle school students to attend the annual 

Sussex County Teen Arts Festival at Sussex County Community College on March 17, 2015 from 

approximately 8:15 AM to 2:00 PM.  This trip has been included in the school budget. 
 

ACTION ITEM(S):  C/P-1 to C/P-2 
 

Motion to adopt:  D. Carey    Seconded By:  D. Beltramine 

MOTION               _ YES NO  _ ABSTAIN  _ ABSENT      

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 
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Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 
 

  
 

 

POLICY  
 

POL - 1  

Motion to accept the Superintendent’s Monthly HIB Report to the Board as presented. 
 

POL - 2 

Motion to approve the second reading of  Policy 5120 - Assessment of Individual Needs. 
 

ACTION ITEM(S):  POL-1 to POL-2  
 

Motion to adopt:  M. O’Shea   Seconded By:  D. Beltramine  

MOTION  YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  

Beltramine  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Blahut   ____ ___ ________ ___X____ 

Carey   _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Giordano  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Hoffman  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Kaminski  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

O’Shea  _X__ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 

Vacancy  ____ ___ ________ ________ 
 

 

 

FACILITIES/OPERATIONS - No motions at this time 
 

  

TECHNOLOGY - No motions at this time 
 

 

XIV.   Public Comments – Non-Action or Non-Agenda Items 

 

None 
 

XV.   Executive Session  

A motion was presented by D. Beltramine and seconded by D. Carey that the Hardyston Township Board 

of Education enters private session at 8:15 p.m.. to discuss personnel, which is exempt from public 

participation pursuant to New Jersey Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, “Open Public Meetings Act”.  Any 

discussion held by the Board which need not remain confidential will be made public when appropriate.  

Minutes of the private session will not be disclosed until the need for confidentiality no longer exists.  The 

Board will reconvene in public session at the conclusion of the closed session. 
 

XVI.   Return to Public Session – if needed 

Motion to the Board of Education will return to public session at 8:30 
 

Roll Call 
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 Voice Unanimous 
 

Action following Executive Session if needed: 

 

None 
 

XVII. Adjournment  

With no further action or discussion required of the Hardyston Township Board of Education at this time, 

a motion was presented by D. Beltramine, and seconded by D. Carey, to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 

 

All in favor.  Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
James R. Sekelsky 

School Board Administrator/Board Secretary 
 

 


